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Adobe Unveils CS5: New Features, New Levels of Productivity
By Jillian Harman

This entire issue is devoted to a detailed and in-depth look at Adobe’s 
new release of CS5, the first time Adobe has released new versions in the 
entire CS product line at the same time. Previously, Adobe updated CS 
products individually, a practice that sometimes led to difficulties when 
using several products in a production or creative workflow. 

With CS5, Adobe has worked to correct some inconsistencies among its 
products to improve workflow and user experience and so it was logical 
for the company to make all of the upgrades available at the same time. 
With so many new CS products coming to market simultaneously, it was 
appropriate for Seybold to devote this issue to the news and analysis.

First, the News
On April 12, 2010, Adobe made it official. After months of rumors and 
leaks swirling everywhere online, in Web sites, chat rooms, and blogs, 
Adobe announced Creative Suite 5 (CS5). The company says the new 
software focuses on interactivity and performance, and helps publishers 
and designers make the most of multimedia digital content and mar-
keting campaigns. Here is a partial description of the CS5 bundled and 
individual software release announcements Adobe made on April 12. A 
complete list is located on the inside cover.

Creative Suite 5 Design Premium. This is the software bundle many 
professional designers and even publishers will find most appealing. It 
includes Adobe Photoshop CS5 Extended, Adobe Illustrator CS5, Adobe 
InDesign CS5, Adobe Flash CS5 Professional, Adobe Dreamweaver CS5, 
and Adobe Fireworks CS5. Also included are Adobe Acrobat 9 Pro, in-
tegration with Adobe CS5 Live services, and Adobe Flash Catalyst CS5 
for creating interactive designs without writing code. A new version of 
Adobe Creative Suite 5 Design Standard will also be available. 

Creative Suite 5 Web Premium. This is a software bundle designed 
for Web designers and developers. Included are full-version upgrades 
of Adobe Flash Professional, Adobe Dreamweaver, Adobe Photoshop 
Extended, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Fireworks, and Adobe Flash 
Catalyst and Flash Builder. CS5 Web Premium also supports popular 
open source content management systems and access to Omniture 
SiteCatalyst and Omniture Test&Target and integration with new CS 
Live online services. 

Creative Suite 5 Production Premium. It includes new releases of 
Adobe After Effects CS5, Adobe Premiere Pro CS5, Photoshop CS5 
Extended, Illustrator CS5, Flash Professional CS5, Soundbooth CS5, 
OnLocation CS5, Encore CS5, and Flash Catalyst CS5 and integration 
with Adobe Story. 

Adobe Creative Suite CS5. 
The latest versions of Adobe’s 
products feature more than 
250 new or updated features, 
increased performance and 
workflow enhancements.
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EPUB. Enhanced export features include the ability to control content 
reading order based on document structure, support for pre-built CSS 
to provide consistent styling, support for chapter breaks, improved table 
formatting, and font subsetting.

Export to Web. Using the Structure panel in InDesign, you can con-
trol the order page content is placed on a Web page when imported 
into Dreamweaver. InDesign now generates CSS definitions that more 
closely match the text attributes you specify in InDesign to give you 
greater control over typography and reduce the need to rework text in 
Dreamweaver. 

PDF Export Enhancements. Adobe has added some useful items to 
exporting PDFs, including background processing. You no longer have 
to wait for a document to finish exporting before you can move on to 
other tasks in a document. You can also queue multiple PDF exports and 
continue working in a document while InDesign processes the PDFs in 
the background. When exporting a PDF, you can preserve page transi-
tions, set security options and set the default display size to full screen. 

Photoshop and Photoshop Extended. Adobe announced new ver-
sions of Photoshop and Photoshop Extended, marking the 20th anni-
versary of the initial Photoshop release. Adobe promises groundbreak-
ing features and performance gains with the new version that, it says, 
will boost creativity and workflow efficiency, including enhancements to 
everyday tasks requested by the Photoshop community. The extended 
version includes advanced tools for 3D to address the needs of the vid-
eo, Web, medical, manufacturing, and engineering industries. 

New and Notable Features in InDesign
For Seybold readers, the one application bound to prompt the most 
questions about what is new and noteworthy in CS5 is Adobe InDesign. 
There are many new features in this version of InDesign, and we have 
included brief descriptions of notable ones. The bottom line, though, 
is that for many Seybold readers, the sum total of the benefits make 
InDesign CS5 worth the upgrade cost from CS4. For anyone still using 
CS3, the decision should be even easier—the time to upgrade is now.

Span/Split. In previous versions of InDesign, all text in a frame con-
formed to the column width. If you wanted a headline to span across 
two columns, you had to place the copy in its own single-column text 
box. In CS5, the paragraph settings let you specify whether selected text 
should span columns within the current text frame and which columns 
it should span. InDesign automatically reflows the remaining text. You 
can also split selected text within a column (creating two or more mini 
columns) without breaking apart the text box. Span/Split is one of our 
favorite new features because it a real time saver.

Document Installed Fonts. When you package a document, InDesign 
includes fonts used in that document. When that document is opened 
on another system, InDesign looks for the document’s fonts folder and 
automatically installs those fonts for use only in that document. It then 
uninstalls them when the document is closed. This new capability is 
great for two reasons: 1) it cuts down on production snafus caused by 
missing fonts and 2) it makes it easier to honor font licensing agree-
ments. 

Time saver. The new Span/Split column feature in InDesign lets you flow 
selected text across columns within the current frame.
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when you generate them, but are not updated later. You can convert a 
live caption to a static caption at any time. Though the caption is gen-
erated automatically, you can control how captions are positioned and 
which paragraph style is applied. You can even place captions on a layer 
separate from the images they describe. As you move and reposition 
an image, the caption will move with it when the Group Caption with 
Image option is selected in the Caption setup dialog.

Gridify. Previously an obscure feature, Adobe has turned the spotlight 
on Gridify and increased the capabilities of this time saving feature. You 
can now create a grid of placed files while adjusting the number of rows 
and columns and the gaps between them on the fly before placing them 
on the page. First you select multiple files (images, text, etc.). Then, be-
fore clicking to place them on the page, adjust the columns and rows 
using the keyboard arrow keys.

Gap Tool. Another time saver, the Gap tool allows you to adjust the 
white space between objects, dynamically repositioning page items 
while maintaining design relationships. You can shift the white space 
up or down, left or right, without having to crop or resize each object. 
You can also expand or contract the white space, dynamically resizing or 
cropping adjacent objects accordingly.

All of these tasks previously had to be done in Adobe Acrobat Pro. In 
addition, PDFs now support embedded FLV, SWF and MP3 files, which 
remain playable in PDF format.

Multiple Page Sizes. The ability to combine multiple page sizes simpli-
fies the layout of documents with complex folds, such as a magazine 
with a cover flap. Not only can you create pages with different sizes in 
a document, you can include them in a single spread. The new Page 
Selection tool allows you to select individual pages, which you can resize 
using options in the Control panel. You can share design assets by ap-
plying the same Master Pages to pages of varying sizes. With the Page 
Selection tool, you can even reposition the Master Page content for dif-
ferent layouts. 

Live Captions. Another time saving feature is the ability to generate 
static or live captions for an image automatically from its metadata. Live 
captions change as the metadata changes. Static captions use metadata 

Multiple page sizes. The new Page Selection tool in InDesign allows you to 
select individual pages and resize them using options in the Control panel. 
You can also reposition Master Page content for different layouts. The ability 
to combine multiple page sizes simplifies the layout of documents with 
complex folds. You can create pages with different sizes in a document and 
include these pages in a single spread. 

Gap Tool. With InDesign’s new Gap tool, you can adjust the white space 
between objects to dynamically reposition page items while maintaining 
design relationships and without having to crop or resize each object on the 
page individually. The new Auto Fit feature keeps the relationship between the 
object and its frame consistent as you resize the frame. 
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view thumbnail previews of the images placed in an InDesign document 
in Bridge without opening the InDesign file first, making it easier to lo-
cate and reuse images. 

Using Mini Bridge, a scaled down version of Bridge that resides within 
InDesign as a control panel, you can locate InDesign files, images, vid-
eos, and other assets and drag them directly into position in your docu-
ment. Mini Bridge saves some time compared to switching to the full 
Bridge application to search for elements and place them.

CS Review. Part of Adobe’s CS Live online service, CS Review allows 
you to share documents for online review within InDesign. Colleagues 
and clients can view your document online and add comments using 
annotation tools directly in their browsers. All comments are automati-
cally displayed in InDesign CS5 within the context of your page layout. 
Clicking a comment displays the referenced content, so you can easily 
match comments to the appropriate areas of the page design. We see 
CS Review being used in two ways: 1) to facilitate design approval and 
2) as an alternative to PDF commenting. With the purchase of any CS5 
suite, the CS Live online service is included for 12 months at no charge 
if you sign up by April 30, 2011.

The new Auto Fit feature keeps the relationship between the object and 
its frame consistent as you resize the frame. When Auto-Fit is enabled, 
InDesign maintains object fitting settings (such as Center in Frame) so 
the relationship between objects and their frames remains the same as 
you adjust the gap between objects. Dragging the Gap tool adjusts the 
cropping of all surrounding images. Pressing Command or Control re-
sizes a gap instead of moving it. 

Live Corner Effects. Dragging the corners of a frame dynamically chang-
es the radius and shape of the frame directly in the layout. You can modify 
one corner at a time or all four simultaneously. Live Corner Effects is a nifty 
feature previously available in CS4 only as a script function.

Multiple Transformations with a Single Tool. You can use one tool to 
select, align, distribute, rotate, resize, reposition, crop, and scale frames 
and frame content. InDesign CS5 dynamically switches to the right tool. 
The new Content Grabber lets you quickly reposition content within a 
frame, just by clicking and dragging. A real-time crop preview helps you 
position the content where you want it. 

Track Changes. When this feature is enabled, InDesign keeps track of 
additions, revisions, and deletions in the document. To see the changes 
you must open the Story Editor. There you can accept or reject changes 
using options similar to those in popular word-processing applications. 
InDesign automatically assigns a different color for changes made by 
each user. 

Designers can also see and track editorial changes made to assigned sto-
ries in InCopy when articles are checked back into the layout. A designer 
might not need to know about such changes, given that the changes are 
only visible when in the Story Editor. Publication workflows vary, but in 
the production of Seybold issues, Story Editor is not used. InCopy is the 
most efficient method we have found for updating content once text is 
placed on pages.

Bridge and Mini Bridge. You can now preview individual pages in an 
InDesign document in Bridge without opening InDesign. You can also 

CS Review. Reviewers add comments to a document via a Web browser 
online. Those comments appear in the CS Review panel in InDesign. 
Thumbnails provide context, making it easier to find and address comments.
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but all links are active, allowing interaction with server-side applications 
and dynamic data. 

In addition to the rendered Live View of the page, Live Code highlights 
changes as they happen, allowing you to locate quickly the dynamically 
loaded data or code changes triggered by JavaScript. At any develop-
ment stage, Live View navigation also allows you to enter a URL to in-
spect pages served from a live Web server and easily edit pages. 

Enhanced Support for Subversion. Managing files effectively in col-
laborative, version-controlled environments is important. The latest 
version of Dreamweaver adds enhanced support for Subversion, an 
open-source version-control system. In Dreamweaver CS4, Subversion 
support was limited to the most basic functions of locking and unlock-
ing files and generating status updates. Dreamweaver CS5 expands 
support for Subversion, allowing you to move, copy, and delete files 
locally, and then synchronize changes with your remote SVN reposi-
tory. The new Revert command allows you to quickly correct tree con-
flicts or roll back to a previous version of a file. From the Repository 
View of the Files panel in Dreamweaver CS5, you can directly perform 
svn:ignore commands to hide unused files. To ensure future compat-
ibility, the built-in Subversion libraries in Dreamweaver CS5 are de-
signed to be updated by the Adobe Extension Manager. As newer ver-
sions of the Subversion libraries become available, Adobe will make 
them available to the public as free extensions on Adobe Exchange at 
www.adobe.com/cfusion/exchange. 

Integration with Adobe Business Catalyst. This updated extension 
allows Dreamweaver to interface with Adobe’s recently acquired ser-
vice, Business Catalyst (see sidebar). Briefly, Business Catalyst is a hosted 
solution that provides several key Web applications such as a shopping 
cart and CMS into one integrated system. The Dreamweaver extension 
(available in English only) allows you to create and transfer templates 
and files to a Business Catalyst solution site, set up editing privileges 
supported by Adobe InContext Editing, access many of the features in 
the Admin Console, insert modules, and configure functionality. The 
extension works with CS4 and CS5 versions of Dreamweaver.

Beyond InDesign: Dreamweaver and Other CS5 
Applications
Of course, there are other applications that form part of the CS5 part-
nership. Each has been reworked, revamped, and redesigned to some 
degree. Here is a brief summary of changes in other CS5 applications.

Dreamweaver
Dreamweaver is the standard WYSIWYG editor for creating and edit-
ing content for online use. Although it is not the first Abobe program 
many print publishers think of as critical to their business, the first being 
InDesign, there are several key new enhancements in Dreamweaver of 
interest including the ability to interface with popular content manage-
ment systems. 

Content Management System Integration. The most intriguing new 
feature is Dreamweaver’s ability to directly interface with some of the 
most popular content management systems (CMS) including WordPress, 
Joomla and Drupal. One of the biggest design challenges in developing 
sites that use a Web-based content management system is understand-
ing how a page will look when content flows into the site. Because a 
page is generated dynamically by the CMS from any number of indi-
vidual pieces, known as includes, and is dependent on server-side logic 
to be viewed in a browser, even simple pages in many of the popular 
CMS frameworks and themes have numerous dynamically related files, 
making it difficult to find the particular related files you need. 

Dreamweaver’s new Dynamically Related Files feature allows you to ac-
cess all of the external files and scripts necessary to assemble the page 
and displays their filenames in the Related Files toolbar. With the ability 
to filter file types or use a wildcard expressions, Dreamweaver lets you 
locate the specific files you need. 

Live View. Expanding upon the Live View feature introduced in 
Dreamweaver CS4, Adobe has given designers the ability to quickly 
check code and CMS design themes. With Live View navigation enabled, 
you can view a page as it is rendered in standards-compliant browsers, 

http://www.adobe.com/cfusion/exchange
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The new features in Photoshop and Illustrator give designers new cre-
ative tools. For Web designers who prefer Fireworks over Photoshop 
for creating and editing Web graphics, the enhancements in the CS5 
version will also assist when used in conjunction with Adobe Device 
Central. Firework’s new FXG file format allows you to export individual 
objects or multi-page designs while retaining the edibility of many na-
tive Fireworks elements, effects, and filters when imported into Flash 
Catalyst and Flash Professional.

There are many other enhancements to Dream-weaver’s CSS support and 
other features. All in all, Web designers will enjoy and benefit from the 
upgrade. 

The newest version of Contribute also provides some new features, such 
as direct XML editing, and is available in the Web Premium and Master 
Collections.

Design Tools: Photoshop, Illustrator, and Fireworks
The new features in these applications, are impressive. They include:

 � Intelligent Selections, Content-Aware Fill, HDR Pro, Mixer Brush 
and Puppet Warp in Photoshop; 

 � Perspective Drawing, Bristle Brush, Shape Builder, and Variable-
Width Strokes in Illustrator.

 � Document templates, pixel precision, and better typographic 
features in Fireworks. 

Illustrator’s New Bristle Brush. With the Bristle Brush you can achieve the 
expressiveness of natural media such as watercolors and oils—but with the 
scalability and editability of vectors.

The Magic of Content-Aware Fill. One of the most exciting new features in 
Photoshop CS5 is the ability to remove an image element and replace it with 
details that match the lighting, tone, and noise of the surrounding area so that 
it looks like the deleted content never existed. The fill feature allows designers 
to make substantial changes quickly and easily, after removing large and 
complex elements..
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The Timing panel allows you to control animation timing and playback 
without having to use a timeline to add keyframes or create motion 
tweens. It provides an intuitive way to control when animations begin 
to play and how many times they repeat. Presets make it easy for you 
to apply triggers to selected objects, such as playing an animation when 
the page first loads, when the page is clicked or when a button is clicked. 

The Media panel provides an easy way to preview and scrub through 
placed video files without leaving InDesign. You can select a frame 
from the video sequence to represent the video in your InDesign doc-
ument before the video plays and even create navigation points that 
determine which parts of the video play when you trigger an action. 

Flash Innovations
Despite recent and ongoing criticism of Flash by 
Apple and intense discussions by analysts, bloggers, 
and journalists of the merits of Flash versus alterna-
tives such as HTML 5, Adobe seems unreservedly 
committed to making Flash a fundamental part of 
its design technologies. Thus, it is no surprise Adobe 
has given Flash a central role in CS5.

In CS4, Adobe gave users a small taste of interactiv-
ity within InDesign. In CS5, there are several tools, 
palettes and functions that make turning an exist-
ing document into a full-blown SWF file much eas-
ier. For example, the Animation panel includes the 
same motion presets as in Flash Professional CS5, 
which mean you can instantly animate objects on 
a page without writing any code. In addition, the 
Preview panel displays animations, buttons, and 
other interactive elements without requiring the 
user to leave InDesign. 

You can also create your own presets. Options 
in the Animation panel let you specify duration, 
speed, rotation, scale, and opacity. You can quickly 
edit a motion path using the Pen tool, and convert 
any path—even one you import from Illustrator—into a custom motion 
path. You can also preview animations in the Animation panel.

The Object States panel allows you to create multi-state objects that in-
dicate which button is selected, display images in a slide show, or show 
versions of text in different languages. Multi-state objects are page 
items that have multiple appearances. Object states can be images, text 
frames, or any other objects or groups you want to display when some-
one clicks or rolls over an interactive button while viewing an interactive 
document. For example, you might create a multi-state object that con-
sists of multiple images to create a click-through slideshow; when the 
viewer clicks a button, the next image appears. 

Easy Animation in InDesign. Options in the Animation panel let you specify duration, speed, rotation, 
scale, and opacity. You can also preview motion presets in the Animation panel. The Pen tool can be used 
to edit any motion path—even one created by a motion preset or imported from Illustrator.



The Seybold Report • Digital Edition • Volume 10, Number 7 • April 12, 2010 9 ↵ HOME

Flash Catalyst: the Star of the Show

Flash Catalyst started in pre-release under the moniker of Adobe Flex 
and has been under development for more than year. With a new name, 
and plenty of work from Adobe invested in it, Flash Catalyst is a robust 
and versatile product.

Essentially, Flash Catalyst is a click-and-point Flash builder. Building on 
the Flash tools in InDesign CS4, Flash Catalyst gives you more interac-
tive controls without the need to write code. You can begin your project 
in Photoshop, Illustrator or Fireworks and import elements or create 
directly within Flash Catalyst using pre-built components such as but-
tons and check boxes. These components can be “skinned” (custom-
ized) within the software.

In traditional interactive design, a designer has to create every detail 
of the user interface or assemble the pieces from the myriad of online 
resources. In Flash Catalyst, many common elements are included and 
designed to work together, making the design process much faster.

If a designer is comfortable with other tools, Flash Catalyst allows 
“round-trip” editing, meaning an object created in another Adobe ap-
plication can be imported into Flash Catalyst and updated while pre-
serving interaction or transitions so less time is spend in the design 
cycle compared to the process of searching for a linked original file, 
editing the file, and manually updating the link. 

Flash Catalyst, like Flash Professional, is timeline-based and requires at 
least a basic understanding of timed transitions. If you are familiar with 
fly-in and window-pane effects in PowerPoint or Keynote, designing in 
Flash Catalyst is the same process, but takes less time. For example, with 
Flash Catalyst, creating tweens or defining element motion happens au-
tomatically. It is easy to apply actions such as Fade, Move, Resize, Rotate, 
and Rotate 3D to any object in Flash Catalyst. 

Even if you are not familiar with presentation tools, the program eases 
the learning curve by allowing users to build interactivity using pages 
and states. A “page” is essentially one screen or slide. A state applies to 

buttons and sliders. For example, a button might have four states: up, 
over, down, and disabled.

A finished project can be saved as a SWF file for Web deployment 
or as a Adobe Air application. You can also export the file to Adobe 
FlashBuilder or Flash Professional to add additional functionality. While 
Flash Catalyst gives you the ability to simulate a data feed, the applica-
tion cannot create an interactive SWF that pulls dynamic data. For that 
step you have to pass the file off to Builder or Flash Pro.

Flash for the rest of us. Flash Catalyst’s interface bears only a slight 
resemblance to the more powerful Flash Professional. However, 
preconfigured elements make it easy to add interactivity. With “round-
trip” editing between Photoshop, Illustrator and Fireworks, designers 
can work with the tools familiar to them without having to reapply 
interactivity to edited elements in Flash Catalyst.
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 � Adobe BrowserLab, for testing browser compatibility,

 � Acrobat.com, for online PDF and Office document creation, 
collaboration, storage, and Web conferencing, and 

 � SiteCatalyst NetAverages, for tracking general Web statistics 
such as browser use and monitor sizes (a carry-over from Adobe’s 
Omniture acquisition).

CS Review allows workgroups to comment on a project, and those com-
ments are dynamically viewable in their corresponding Adobe applica-
tion. CS Review works with InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator. 

Adobe’s BrowserLab now works directly from within Dreamweaver, so 
designers can test their designs on various platforms and in different 
browsers. Unlike other browser shot services that generate a single 
snapshot of your page displayed in the selected operating system and 
browser combination, BrowserLab lets you test interactive elements such 
as rollovers, drop-down menus and spry frameworks. Other features in-
clude the ability to overlay two browser renderings to see more accu-
rately where interpretation differences occur. Such real-time feedback is 
critical to making cross-browser compatible designs.

Acrobat.com features a Web conferencing capability via Adobe 
ConnectNow, which can be activated from within supporting applica-
tions, that allows up to three people to view a designer’s “screen” live 
and comment as work is being performed. 

Also new is Adobe Buzzword, an online word processor that allows users 
to co-author copy for use in InDesign layouts. InDesign optionally han-
dles placed Buzzword documents as links, which means that if changes 
are made in a Buzzword document, a designer can update the text in the 
layout with a simple click in the Links panel. 

Flash Pro CS5
Flash Pro CS5 has a new text engine, which provides better typographic 
control and rendering. The new text engine also maintains layout and 
text formatting with greater fidelity when importing content from Adobe 
InDesign and other Adobe products. Advanced multi-language typo-
graphic features have been added, including the ability to display and 
edit top-to-bottom scripts, as well as those languages that use a mixture 
of left-to-right and right-to-left scripts, such as Arabic and Hebrew. 

Another change is the way a native Flash file (FLA) is saved. Instead of 
the FLA being a single file, it is now a compressed multi-component file, 
which Adobe now calls XFL, containing XML and individual project com-
ponents. The XFL maintains data in a Flash document and makes the 
individual elements easier to manage and share, which will be especially 
useful in team-based environments. 

For certain types of changes, there is no need to launch Flash. For ex-
ample, an image currently used in a Flash project could be checked out 
of a source control system, updated, and returned. The next time the FLA 
project file is opened, the updated image is viewable without having to 
manually import it into the project. 

The most impressive new feature in Flash Pro CS5 is the ability to create 
iPhone apps, which opens Adobe software up to an ever-growing set of 
people who want to build these applications. 

Adobe CS Live: Five Services at No Charge
Building on its online offerings, Adobe has bundled five services into 
one package that will be provided at no charge for the first 12 months 
with a purchase of any CS5 suite. Monthly and annual pricing has yet to 
be set. The five services are:

 � Adobe Story, for movie story development,

 � CS Review, for collaborative commenting,
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event management, e-mail marketing, customer management, and fo-
rums. Web designers do not need the skills of a programmer to offer 
such features. Site maintenance can be left to the customer, either via a 
CMS system or Adobe InContext Editing, since the designer can assign 
editable regions within a page and even restrict some design functions. 

Our Take on CS5: Thumbs Up 
There’s very little not to like in CS5. Adobe has added an impressive 
array of features in CS5 and boosted the productivity of others. In the 
larger context, though, there is still room for better Web site develop-
ment tools as well as more comprehensive tools for multi-platform con-
tent creation. 

We are concerned, as well, that Adobe’s effort to maintain its focus on 
Flash will divert it from larger opportunities it could embrace if it refo-
cuses on open standards. The latest clash with Apple is not a minor skir-
mish. Bolstered by success with the iPhone and iPad, Apple will continue 
to be a big player in the mobile arena. The company’s decision to not 
support Flash on its mobile devices is something publishers should take 
seriously. TSR

Business Catalyst
Adobe Business Catalyst is a hosted solution that allows you to build 
dynamic, data-driven sites with a wide variety of advanced features, 
including search, forums, blogs, password-protected areas, Web forms 
and online stores. The features are presented as modules, which can be 
enabled and configured without programming. Access to these mod-
ules is available through a Web-based admin console or from within 
Dreamweaver via the free Business Catalyst extension. A designer can 
also create a template site, which can be “reskinned” with different de-
signs and sold to various clients. This ability to reuse a basic design re-
duces development time.

Adobe purchased this service from Australia-based Business Catalyst 
in 2009, but Adobe has yet to make a formal press launch. Business 
Catalyst has been operational for several years, and thousands of cus-
tomers use the system. (You can sign up for a free trial at business-
catalyst.com.) Adobe’s involvement has added valued in two ways: 
the integration of its InContext Editing engine for Web site editing and 
its redesign of the Business Catalyst extension for Dreamweaver.

With these additions, Adobe is hoping to attract Web designers who 
wish to work with small and medium-size businesses, thus the current 
pricing of $995 for an Adobe-branded Partner Portal and $1,995 for an 
unbranded one. The designer also receives a 20% monthly commission 
on the hosting fees, which are $39, $59 and $79 per month, for every 
account. With an unbranded package, the designers are able to price 
the hosting costs as high as they would like and, by so doing, obtain 
additional revenue.

Our Take on Business Catalyst
We think Adobe has priced this product correctly and stands a good 
chance of finding a home for Business Catalyst in its target market. A ba-
sic shopping cart hosting plan costs around $79 a month, and prices can 
climb depending on additional features. Business Catalyst offers more, 
including the flexibility of working directly in Dreamweaver for setup 
and design and ease of click-and-add modules for Web form creation, 

http://businesscatalyst.com
http://businesscatalyst.com


The Seybold Report • Digital Edition • Volume 10, Number 7 • April 12, 2010 12 ↵ HOME

Design Design 
Premium

Web 
Premium

Production 
Premium

Master 
Collection

InDesign* x x x
Illustrator* x x x x x
Photoshop* x
Photoshop 
Extended*

x x x x

Acrobat 9 Pro* x x x x
Dreamweaver* x x x
Flash Catalyst x x x x
Flash Professional x x x x
Flash Builder x x
Fireworks* x x x
Contribute* x x

Premiere Pro x x
After Effects* x x
Soundbooth* x x
OnLocation* x x
Encore* x x

Bridge x x x x
Device Central x x x x
Dynamic Link x x
Upgrade Price** $499 $599 $599 $599 $899
Full Price $1,299 $1,899 $1,799 $1,699 $2,599

* Integrates with new Adobe CS Live online services
** Upgrade cost depends on which products or suites you own.

Adobe Creative Suite CS5: Package Details
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