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Adobe Takes to the Cloud with New Touch Apps 
By Jillian Harman

Editor’s Note: In early October Adobe announced a new initiative called 
Adobe Creative Cloud that would take Adobe functionality into the 
Cloud work environment. At the same time the company announced a 
new set of Adobe Touch Apps for content creation on tablet devices 
that works in conjunction with Adobe Creative Cloud. What follows is an 
in-depth review of the new apps.

Web and graphic designers have relied on Adobe’s Creative Suite of 
products to give them the tools to create from concept to completion. 
This power has historically come with a high price tag and investment 
in desktop equipment powerful enough to support the software. Now, 
Adobe has used its technical expertise to bring some of this design pow-
er to the tablet platform. The new family of Touch Apps allow designers 
to comp, design, present, and share their work on tablet devices.

Meet the Touch App Family
The set of Adobe Touch Apps includes: 

 � Photoshop Touch (for editing images),

 � Ideas (for creating vector-based illustrations),

 � Kuler (for exploring and creating color themes),

 � Proto (for creating interactive wire frames and Web site
prototypes),

 � Collage (for creating mood boards), and

 � Debut (for presenting designs).

The apps are currently only available on the Android platform, with 
the exception of previously released versions of Photoshop Touch and 
Ideas for the iPad. TSR used a Samsung Galaxy tablet to review the 
Adobe Touch Apps. Each app is $9.99 US.

Adobe’s decision to release the new apps on the Android platform first 
(instead of on the iPad) is an unexpected move considering the appeal 
of the iPad to designers and graphic artists. Adobe already has several 
other apps for the iPad, but the new Touch App versions have some 
significant improvements over these products and are integrated with 
some of the other apps in the family and Adobe Creative Cloud. Adobe 
says it will make an announcement in early 2012 regarding the availabil-
ity of the Touch apps for iPad. 

Adobe’s Touch. Adobe recently released six apps for the Android platform.

http://www.adobe.com/products/creativecloud.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/touchapps.html
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Adobe Photoshop Touch
While a tablet-based app cannot come close to the power of a desktop 
counterpart, Photoshop Touch has some pro-level features on-the-go 
designers will appreciate. There are many photo editing apps for the 
iPad, and Photoshop Touch has some of the same features as these apps 
including the ability to apply filters, crop, and rotate images. However, 
the features that make the Adobe Photoshop Touch app stand out from 
the competition are:

 � support for up to 16 layers with opacity and blend mode controls,

 � multiple selection tools, including Scribble Select, a quick 
selecting method where users simply scribble on areas to retain or 
remove them,

 � Refine edge capability that works like the Photoshop feature for 
more precise control when masking soft objects like hair, 

 � Edge Aware painting auto-detects where paint should stop 
relative to the main subject, 

 � text support, which uses the fonts installed on the device, 

 � and, in the near future, the ability to stream fonts from the Web. 

Other tools include warp, gradients, fades, clone stamp, smudge, levels 
and curves adjustment, and 28 adjustable image effects.

Users can import images stored on the tablet or from the tablet’s cam-
era. Users can also perform a Google search in app (including type and 
color search refinements) or download images from Creative Cloud and 
Facebook. 

Projects can be saved on the tablet or shared through Facebook or e-
mail, or uploaded to Adobe Creative Cloud for later retrieval onto a 
desktop computer. A new plug-in, Adobe PS Touch, allows Photoshop to 
read the new Touch file format (.psdx) and maintain layers. 

The Photoshop Touch app offers many advanced features such as support for 
multiple layers and layer blend modes.

Projects created in Photoshop Touch can be uploaded to Adobe Creative 
Cloud from within the app.
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To help users learn how to use the new app, Adobe has included a series 
of tutorials. These step-by-step guides walk users through various tasks 
including acquiring images from the Cloud, performing advanced selec-
tion techniques, and applying filters.

Photoshop Touch has only a few shortcomings. First, any text created in 
a project is saved on a separate layer, and the text in not editable once 
the layer has been created. Second, there is 1,600 x 1,600 pixel limitation 
for file size (which is roughly the equivalent of a seven megabyte file or 
a 5”x5” image at 300 dpi), which limits the usefulness of the final images 
to comping, Web, or small prints. Adobe says it may be possible to in-
crease the maximum file size in the app in the future as tablets become 
more powerful. 

By comparison, though, most competing apps have a five megabyte 
file size limitation. However, Photogene for iPad handles files up to 21 
megabytes on the iPad 2 and offers many pro-level features, including 
RAW file support, a photo browser, metadata viewer, and collage tem-
plates and costs $2.99 US. Users can edit photos from the device’s photo 
library, or directly from Apple iCloud. Files can be e-mailed or uploaded 
to Dropbox, Picasa, Facebook, Flikr, Twitter, and FTP. A Pro version of 
the App, which is an additional $7.99 US, adds watermarking, white bal-
ance selection, RGB curve adjustments, and JPEG output quality control, 
among other features. Other in-app purchases include additional col-
lage templates ($1.99 US) and frames ($.99 US). Photogene has been a 
top-selling photo editing app for the iPad and is a serious competitor to 
the Photoshop Touch App.

Adobe Ideas
At first glance, Adobe Ideas seems to have only a few tools: a brush, an 
eraser, brush size selector, color selector, and a hand tool for panning 
around the canvas. However, designers will be able to create profes-
sional images because the files Ideas generates are vector-based and 
thus may be scaled to any size without loss of image quality. 

Ideas has two types of layers: one for drawing and one on which a pho-
to can be placed as a tracing layer. The opacity of the photo layer can 

Photoshop Touch’s Scribble selection feature allows users to define areas to 
retain and remove by scribbling on the respective areas. The Refine Edge tool 
allows users to refine selections for better masking.

Photoshop Touch allows users to create transparent fades and add text.
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be adjusted. Adobe previously released Ideas on the iOS, and the iPad 
version allows users to move and scale layers independently, adjust 
layer order and purchase nine additional layers via in-app purchasing. 
Adobe did not include these features on the Android platform app. 
The iPad version also supports using VGA output to an external moni-
tor or projector. 

Users can zoom in to create fine details in illustrations, and there are 50 
levels of undo/redo. Users can also save files locally as a PDF or JPEG, 
e-mail or upload the native .idea file to Adobe Creative Cloud, which 
can later be opened in Illustrator via a new Adobe Ideas (.idea) plug-in.

Working in the app is a very fluid experience. Instead of manipulating 
points to refine curves, a user can employ the eraser tool to fix most 
mistakes and make changes. Overall, the app has a very sketchbook feel 
illustrators will enjoy and offers the added benefit of allowing users to 
generate vector graphics. Skilled illustrators will be able to use Adobe 
Ideas to create intricate designs. 

Adobe Kuler
Kuler has been around for quite some time as a Web-based color theme 
creation and browsing tool. Adobe integrated the app into Adobe’s Cre-
ative Suite and Touch App family of products making it easy to import 
and share color themes across projects. Kuler works basically the same 
way on a tablet as it does on the Web: users can browse through col-
lections of themes, perform searches by tag, title, creator or color value, 
edit existing themes, or build new ones. 

Users work in one of four color spaces: HSV, RGB, CMYK, or LAB, and can 
create analogous, monochromatic, triad, complementary, compound, or 
shade themes. Using a color wheel or slider, they can make additional col-
or refinements; they can also extract color themes from images or photos.

All themes created or imported into the Kuler app can be saved and 
imported as color swatches in Creative Suite or Touch Apps. One caveat 
to using Kuler on a tablet: tablets cannot be color calibrated. So, themes 
created with the app should be used only on Web sites, or users should 

Despite its simple interface, Adobe Ideas allows users to create very intricate 
vector-based designs.

Adobe Kuler allows users to create color themes using a color wheel or by 
extracting colors from a photograph. Themes can be imported into Adobe’s 
Touch apps as well as its Creative Suite applications. 
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adjust the colors using a calibrated display device to ensure accurate 
color for print-related applications.

Adobe Proto
Of all the Adobe Touch Apps, Adobe Proto is the most innovative. Noth-
ing else on the market does what Proto does: create interactive wire 
frames that can be saved in HTML, CSS, and jQuery. Proto is so versatile 
it can be used to create wire frames for Web sites and mobile apps. It is 
such a useful app, we would like to see Adobe make a desktop version. 

Users start by selecting a layout width (960, 992,786, 480, or 320 pixels), 
and defining a CSS grid (a combination of columns and gutter width). 
Next, users define regions (divs) either by using the Div tool or draw-
ing a rectangle on the layout. One of the unique components to Proto 
is stroke gestures, which allow users to draw specific gestures to insert 
elements on the layout. A gesture guide is included. 

For example, drawing a triangle inserts a video placement box, drawing 
a squiggle line inserts a heading with dummy text. Gestures provide a 
quick way to draw a layout without having to select multiple tools. Other 
insertable components include images, vertical and horizontal naviga-
tion bars, tabs, accordions, breadcrumbs, and form elements (text fields, 
check boxes, radio buttons, and more).

Elements snap to the layout grid automatically. Once an element is placed 
on the layout, a user can easily adjust the size and location by tapping 
the element. Placed elements can be deleted or duplicated. While users 
cannot edit the paragraph text, they can change the font, size, color, and 
alignment. Additionally, objects on a page can be grouped.

Proto supports the creation of multiple pages, and, by adding multiple 
pages, users can add interactivity to their wire frame layouts. For ex-
ample, a user can create a working navigation menu by creating links to 
multiple pages; interactive links can be created for menu items, bread-

Gestures is a powerful feature in Adobe Proto that allows users to create wire 
frame elements simply by drawing specific gestures. As shown here, drawing a 
squiggly line will create a heading with dummy text.

Proto allows users to create wire frame layouts for Web sites and mobile 
devices. Grids allow for snap-to-position placement, but can be manually 
resized and repositioned. Multiple pages are supported, and functional links 
can be created between pages. 
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fulness for graphic arts professionals. The functionality in these two apps 
could have easily been moved into the other four apps. Collage, as its 
name implies, is a collage creation app although Adobe prefers to refer 
to the app as a mood board creator. 

The Collage app allows a user to import various images, arrange and 
rotate them, add in color themes from Kuler, and insert text. Users can 
incorporate images from the tablet, Google, Flickr, or Adobe Creative 
Cloud. The canvas can be enlarged and projects saved into Photoshop 
compatible format. Collage is intended to be used for idea creation, not 
comps or final work. While the ability to add text to the image mix is 
unique, most of the other features such as image placement, resizing, 
rotation, and arrangement are available in many other less expensive 
collage apps, such as Photo Collage Creator, which is free.

Debut allows users to combine various projects into a single presenta-
tion. High fidelity renditions of Photoshop, InDesign and Illustrator files 
can be imported via Adobe Creative Cloud. PDF, JPEG, PNG, and GIF 

crumb text, text headings, and buttons. However, interactivity is limited 
to linking to other pages in the project and expanding/collapsing ac-
cordion menus.

Users can preview the wire frames and test interactive components. A 
click sound simulates the mouse click. Projects can also be saved to Ado-
be Creative Cloud for further development using Dreamweaver. Proto 
supports the latest Webkit and jQuery. 

For all of its usefulness, Proto has a few shortcomings. For example, ver-
tical and horizontal menus are limited to ten items. Accordion menus 
are limited to eight sections, and only the section heads are editable. No 
subsections can be inserted. Tabbed elements are limited to eight tabs. 
Overall, though, Proto is a remarkable app many Web designers will 
enjoy using and find useful. 

Collage and Debut
The Collage and Debut apps are not as impressive as the others in the 
Touch App family primarily because of their comparatively limited use-

Using Adobe Collage designers can combine images, Kuler themes, text, and 
annotations to create a mood board. Adobe Debut lets users combine finished projects into a single presentation. 

The app also supports mark-up, which is saved as a PDF.
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formats are also supported. Layers within Photoshop files and artboards 
within Illustrator files can be turned off and on before import. 

Users can make notations on files using a markup pen and export files 
as a PDF to review or share. No editing other than markup is possible in 
Debut. iPad users may be better off using GoodReader, which supports 
PDF markup in app, is almost half the cost of Debut, and syncs with 
iDisk, Dropbox, and SugarSync. 

Adobe Creative Cloud
Adobe has made several attempts at offering a cloud-based storage 
and sharing service. The company hopes its latest effort, Adobe Creative 
Cloud, will become a hub for viewing, sharing, and syncing of files cre-
ated by Adobe Touch Apps and Adobe Creative Suite. Adobe also hopes 
users will work and share ideas with peers and participate in a worldwide 
forum for feedback and inspiration.

Adobe Creative Cloud includes 20 gigabytes of Cloud storage and sup-
ports several file formats including PSD, AI, and INDD, as well JPEG, PNG, 
GIF and PDF. Users can choose to invite others to view, comment, or 
download files.

The bigger news behind the Cloud is Adobe now plans to move its desk-
top applications to a Cloud computing model. Adobe has announced 
Photoshop, InDesign, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, Premiere Pro, After Ef-
fects, Adobe Edge, and Muse will be among the applications included 
in the move. However, Adobe says it will continue to offer standalone 
versions of its products.

For publishers, another component of the Cloud will include Adobe’s 
Digital Publishing Suite technologies for delivering interactive publica-
tions on tablets. A tier of Adobe Business Catalyst for building and man-
aging Web sites as well as new design services will be available, such as 
the ability to use Cloud-based fonts for Web site design via technology 
acquired by Adobe through its recent Typekit acquisition.

Adobe Creative Cloud will be a subscription-based membership of ei-
ther one year or month-to-month model (which will allow user to stop 
and restart a subscription as needed). In addition to the paid member-
ship, some of the features of Adobe Creative Cloud may be accessible 
on a free basis, including file management, storage, access, and other 
community features. Adobe has made no final announcements in terms 
of pricing or what will be included for free. 

Our Take
There is a lot to like about Adobe Touch Apps, on the whole. There are 
many less expensive design apps on the market, but Adobe’s expertise 
in creating apps geared to creative professionals helps boost the appeal 
of these new apps. Some will have limited appeal, though, and the price 
point of nearly $10 per app is a little high when compared to other, 
similar apps. The less powerful apps including Collage, Debut and Kuler, 
would be better priced around $4.99 US. 

Some designers may balk at using touch instead of a mouse or a sty-
lus. After spending years perfecting the ability to affect precise mouse 
movements, designers will now edit with fingertip control. While touch-
ing to make edits has a fun factor, styluses offer more precise control. 

There are several companies vying to create the ultimate Cloud envi-
ronment for the graphic arts. Adobe and Apple have made several at-
tempts, but we are not convinced the market is ready (or even needs) 
what Adobe is attempting with Adobe Creative Cloud. With services 
such as Dropbox and SugarSync, people already share large files. Still, 
companies with large workgroups might benefit from Adobe Creative 
Cloud, but we suspect the cost will be prohibitive for the average graph-
ic designer working solo. Hopefully Adobe chooses to offer some online 
services for free, in much the same way Dropbox and other cloud ser-
vices do.

Overall, we were impressed by some of the capabilities of the Adobe 
Touch Apps, and we look forward to seeing them on the iPad. TSR
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Adobe’s Other Touch Apps
Adobe has been experimenting with the Touch platform on the iOS for 
some time. Although not officially listed as part of the Adobe Touch 
family of apps, these other apps offer some additional capabilities.

Carousel is a free app recently released for the iPad and Mac. (Adobe 
plans to add Android and Windows versions.) Essentially, Carousel is 
Adobe Lightroom for the iPad. Carousel provides an efficient way to 
organize and browse photo collections, which can exist on an iPad, 
iPhone, and Mac, as well as crop, rotate, adjust exposure and make 
other corrections while preserving the original photo. Files sync 
seamlessly between the devices via Adobe’s Carousel service, which 
is priced at the introductory cost of $5.99 US per month or $59.99 
US per year. Subscriptions are handled via Apple’s iTunes store. Each 
Adobe Carousel subscription comes with five photo carousels. Users 
can import an unlimited number of photos into each photo carousel, 
and there is no limit on the resolution or size of individual photos as 
long as they are JPEGS. Each photo carousel can be shared with up 
to five other people. 

Adobe also offers a free, photo-editing app for the iOS and Android 
called Photoshop Express. This app provides basic photo editing fea-
tures, such as cropping, rotating, exposure correction, borders, and a 
handful of filters and effects. The Adobe Camera Pack ($4.99 US) for 
iOS devices with a camera can be purchased in-app and adds noise 
reduction, a self-timer, and auto review of images. Users can also sign 
up for a free Photoshop.com account to upload and store up to two 
gigabytes of photos and videos. 

Adobe also released three apps for the iOS that allow users to interact 
with Photoshop from the iPad. Adobe Easel ($2.99 US) allows users 
to create paintings and transmit them into Photoshop. Adobe Nav 
($1.99 US) allows users to customize the Photoshop CS5 toolbar on 

iPad to access the tools they use most. Adobe Color Lava ($2.99 US) 
allows users to mix colors on the iPad to create custom swatches and 
five-swatch themes, which can be instantly access in Photoshop CS5.

Adobe CreatePDF ($9.99 US) for iOS and Android allows users to 
convert Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, 
OpenOffice, WordPerfect, text, and RTF files to PDF. The app does 
not convert the files. Instead, it uploads documents to Adobe’s Cre-
atePDF cloud service, which converts the file to PDF and sends the 
PDF to the mobile device. The service costs $99.99 US per year or 
$9.99 US per month. The service preserves links, endnotes and foot-
notes in Microsoft Office documents and creates bookmarks. It also 
preserves transitions and multimedia content in PowerPoint presen-
tations. Files can be converted from e-mail attachments or Cloud 
storage services such as Dropbox. 

Adobe’s Cloud services are currently spread among many different 
services. TSR hopes once the Touch Apps launch on the iPad, Adobe’s 
other online offerings will be merged with Adobe Creative Cloud. TSR

Adobe Carousel 
allows users to 
manage photo 
collections across 
multiple devices 
and apply filters 
and other image 
adjustments.
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