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French Impressionist Expert To Give Lectures in Reading

January 13, 2016—Reading, PA. Patricia Rynski d’Argence, a speaker and artist specializing in French 
impressionism, will present a free, informative lecture on the impressionist era in France with special focus on 
Claude Monet on Feb. 6, 7, 13, and 14, 2016 at the Feeney Mansion. 

The lectures will take place on Saturday, February 6 and 13, 2016 from 6pm-8pm and Sunday, February 7 and 
14, 2016 from 1pm-3pm at the John P. Feeney Residence, 645 N. 4th St. in Centre Park, Reading. The content 
of each lecture will essentially be the same on all dates. A watercolor class scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 14 from 
4pm-5pm has already filled, but an additional class has been added on Tuesday, Feb. 9 from 4pm-5pm 
following Feeney’s monthly Afternoon Tea at the Mansion event. Painting supplies will be provided at no 
charge. Traditional French music, performed by Berks Opera Company’s Francine and Tamara Black, will be 
featured an hour prior to the Feb. 6 and 7 lectures.

Parents with aspiring artists under 18 are encouraged to attend a special youth event on Saturday, Feb. 6, 
2016 from 1pm-3pm. Each child is welcome to bring one of his/her own creations for d’Argence to evaluate 
and critique. Children must be accompanied by a parent. Registration is required. This is a fun event for all 
ages to inspire children to explore art.

Born in Vernon, Normandy France, d’Argence started painting at a very early age and was heavily influenced 
by impressionism. While pursuing her passion in art, she became a German translator. Later she studied wine 
and became sales and marketing director for one of the major wine makers in the south of France. She used 
her artist background to develop wine labels and new wine ranges. Ten years ago she switched to tourism and 
became a licensed tour leader and lecturer. She then learned English to expand her freelance lecturing, 
opened a B&B with her husband, and started offering impressionistic watercolor classes in Monet’s garden. 
She continues to exhibit her watercolor and oil work twice a year. d’Argence’s husband, Laurent, a well-
respected antique dealer, will be accompanying her to Reading. During d’Argence’s 10 days in Reading, she 

will be lecturing at Berks Catholic High School, Schuylkill Valley Middle School, St. Margaret’s and St. 
Ignatius Loyola .
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Michael Feeney, owner and director of Feeney Funeral Home, met d’Argence on a recent trip to Normandy.  
“I was very impressed with Patricia’s knowledge and talent, and I wanted to bring her here to share with our 
community.” says Feeney. “I also purchased some of her work.”

Seating for the lecture series is limited. Please arrive before the scheduled time for seating. In respect to 
d’Argence, proper dress is required. No jeans or sneakers. Men must wear ties. Pre-registration is suggested. 
Registrants will be entered in a drawing for a watercolor painted by d’Argence. Additionally, several watercolor 
prints by d’Argence will be available for purchase. Registration for the watercolor class is required and limited 
to 12 participants. For more information or to register, visit www.johnfeeneyfuneralhome.com or call 
610-372-4160.

About the Impressionists. In 1874, a group of artists called the Anonymous Society of Painters, Sculptors, 
Printmakers, etc. organized an exhibition in Paris that launched the movement called Impressionism. Its 
founding members included Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, and Camille Pissarro, among others. 
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